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dogma, no dean, Mr. Dean." From boyhood he had admired
the changelessness of the Roman Church. In default of
Rome, the Church of England seemed to him the sole
safeguard of the country's spiritual security.

His second idea was the necessity of a bond between
Government and Religion. In this regard the situation in
England appeared to him as peculiarly fortunate, The
Sovereign was the Head of the Church, and its dignitaries
were appointed by the Sovereign in person, Thus the
Church, far from being a State within the State, imperium
in imperio, actually fortified the State's authority. It Was a
bond which must not be broken; the disestablishment of the
Irish Church might be a just measure, but Disraeli con-
sidered it to be the first step in a dangerous direction, and a
reversal of the Constitution. He made ready, therefore, to
engage in the electoral battle on the ground chosen by
Gladstone. There, against a paradoxical assailant, he would
stand forth as the paradoxical champion jf the Church,